Miteria Smith, TSL 4080
TSL4080:  Assignment A – Policy for ELLs: Connecting Past and Present

	Title of Current Event #1: English language learners need equal access to STEM opportunities, report finds.  
Summary: The report availed by the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine shows that there is an increase in the population of English learners in various schools. All English language learners should have equal opportunities to learn STEM subjects. This equal access implies that English language learners will not be underrepresented in the workforce that requires people with STEM knowledge and qualifications.  The main challenge that English language learners encounter is that most institutions require them to attain a particular proficiency in English even though this field only requires fewer English skills. Policymakers and education leaders can enhance STEM opportunities for English learners by identifying and eliminating any obstacle to STEM participation and also through designing proper assessments that match the abilities of English language learners.
Historical/Political/Legislative Event and Date: The Equal Education Opportunities Act (EEOA) of 1974
Summary: The Equal Opportunities Act is a legislation that prohibits any form of discrimination in educational institutions. The Act prohibits any form of racial segregation or discrimination that might be against students, faculty, and staff members. The Act requires every school district to put in place various measures for combating discrimination. Therefore, there is a need to encourage equal participation among students from various backgrounds. The Act also provides that every state should try as much as possible to overcome language barriers undermining equal participation in respective educational programs.  Schools should also help non-English speakers to acquire English literacy skills.   
How are these past and current events related?
Based on these readings, the present event on equal access to STEM learning opportunities by English learners relates to the Equal Education Opportunity Act of 1974. All of these items support education among English language students regardless of their English competency. The legislative event on the Equal Education Opportunities Act formed the grounds for the present event that champions education opportunities for English language learners in the STEM department.  For instance, this current article argues that all English language learners should be able to learn STEM subjects without any form of discrimination or segregation. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the leaders and policymakers to ensure that education policies conform with the EEOA by all means. The implementation of this Act has led to an increase in the population of English language learners in various educational facilities.   


	Title of Current Event #2: Hope for English-Language Learners; The Every Student Succeeds Act finally prioritizes the progress of English-language learning students 
Summary: Students from minority groups such as Black, Native-Americans, Asian-Americans, and Hispanics are currently regarded as the majority in various public schools in the United States of America. In the past, only a few students enrolled as English language learners. Students have greatly adjusted to serve students with English language needs.  The performance of native English-speakers in subjects like math is much greater than that of non-English speakers. Such performances are also reflected in the rate of high school graduation. For instance, very few percentages of English Language learners graduate after every four years. The enactment of the Every Student Succeeds Act has been a game-changer in education since it provides several opportunities for English language learners. The Act has increased the funding programs to support English-language learners across the country. The Act also states that all schools should be accountable for the improvement of English language proficiency among these learners. Therefore, the Every Student Succeeds Act provides for more funding to balance education resources with accountability for all programs for English language learning.
Historical/Political/Legislative Event and Date: The every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
Summary: The every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) is a law that was passed in 2015 in favor of the US education system.  The ESSA mainly governed K-12 education across the United States. ESSA was enacted after the repeal of the No Child Left Behind Act.  Both ESSA and the No Child Left Behind Act had certain provisions in common. For instance, both established the role of the federal government in public education. This ESSA also provides for annual standardized testing at the respective grade level. The law also requires every state to adopt multiple measurement standards to indicate a student's improvement in English language proficiency, arts, and mathematics, among other disciplines. Based on English language learners, this law requires every school to adequately engage these students regardless of race, ethnicity, or income variance. The Every Student Succeeds Act provides for an increase in funding for English language learning programs. This increase in funding corresponds to the rise in the number of English learning students. ESSA also champions for equity and accountability in this funding process.     
How are these past and current events related?
This current event and the legislation are related since they both fight for the place of English language learners in American society.  It is evident that this current article bases its arguments on the Every Student Succeed Act. For instance, the article recognizes the achievements following the enactment of this Act. It is apparent that minority groups are now having a place in public education since the Act facilitates the adequate provision of funds and other resources to facilitate the learning of the English language. Therefore, this Act motivates parents to enroll their students in various schools.    


	Title of Current Event #3: English Learners in Texas Public Schools. 
Summary: One of the main missions and visions of Texas public schools is to foster competency in the English language. These schools are focused on teaching reading, speaking, comprehension, and writing skills. Even though Texas State emphasizes on English language learning, only 18% of children enrolled between 2014 and 2015. Texas state policy champions for English language learning since it a prerequisite for proper participation in other education programs.  Texas State also guides schools on the utilization of financial assistance allocated for English language learners. Texas Education Code also ensures that learners achieve core competencies in the English language.
Historical/Political/Legislative Event and Date: United States v. State of Texas (1971, 1981)
Summary: In this case, the judge of the United States District Court of the Eastern District of Texas, William Wayne, ordered the State of Texas and all the nine school districts to improve the educational outcome of the minority group, such as Latinos. One of the court orders was the elimination of any barrier that might undermine English language learning among Latinos. In 1981, Texas passed a law that favored English language learning and, at the same time, expanding bilingual education.
How are these past and current events related?
The current event article describes the progress that the State of Texas has made in facilitating English language learning. The roots of these education policies can be traced in the case of United States v. The state of Texas, whereby the judge required this state to show great concerns to the Latino community and assist students in acquiring English competencies. Therefore, historical events are important because they are utilized in the construction of the present society.
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